
Curriculum Overview Geography 
 
 

V1.0  1 

Geography: essential skills and knowledge 

Strand Key Stage One Lower Key Stage Two Upper Key Stage Two 

Locational 

knowledge: 

Britain 

Name, locate and identify 

characteristics of the four 

countries and capital cities of 

the United Kingdom and its 

surrounding seas. 

Locate topographical features of Britain, such as rivers, hills, mountains or coasts, describing the 

impact on the physical and human geography of these places. 

Name and locate counties and cities of the United 

Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 

human and physical characteristics and key 

topographical features (including hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; discussing 

how some of these aspects have changed over time. 

• United 

• Then and Now 

• Shipwreck 

• It's Not Fair 

• Savage Settlers 

• Mountain High, River Low 

• Amazing Islands 

• What the Dickens? 

• The Globe 

 Shipwreck: theme overview 

 United: theme overview 

 It's Not Fair: theme overview 

 Mountain High, River Low: theme overview 

 Savage Settlers: theme overview 

 Amazing Islands: theme overview 

 The Globe: theme overview 

 What the Dickens: theme overview 

Locational 

knowledge: 

The wider world 

 

 

 

Name and locate the world’s 

seven continents and five 

oceans. 

Identify the North and South 

Poles and consider the location 

hot and cold places in the 

world. 

Compare the same topographical features of different places. 

Name and locate the countries of Europe, North and South America. 

Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle and the 

Prime Greenwich Meridian. 

Describe the environmental regions, key physical and 

human characteristics, countries, and major cities of 

Europe, North and South America. 

Explain how time zones (including day and night) 

affect the human and physical geography of a place. 

• Amazing Animals 

• Amazon 

• Shipwreck 

• Trailblazers 

• It's Not Fair 

• Savage Settlers 

• Mountain High, River Low 

• Romans 

• Around the World 

• Amazing Islands 

• Iceberg Ahead! 

 Amazing Animals: theme 

overview 

 Amazon: theme overview 

 Shipwreck: theme overview 

 Around the World: theme overview 

 It's Not Fair: theme overview 

 Mountain High, River Low: theme overview 

 Romans: theme overview 

 Savage Settlers: theme overview 

 Trailblazers: theme overview 

 Amazing Islands: theme overview 

 Iceberg Ahead: theme overview 

Place knowledge: 

Similarities and 

differences 

Identify similarities and 

differences of the human 

and/or physical geography of a 

local place to that of a 

contrasting place in a non-

European country. 

Compare how different areas of the world have benefited from the human and physical 

geographical features of their area. 

Appreciate the geographical similarities and 

differences of different places and how the physical 

and human geography of places affect how people 

live. 

• Amazon 

• Then and Now 

• United 

• It's Not Fair 

• Around the World 

• Mountain High, River Low 

• Mummified 

• Iceberg Ahead! 

• Amazing Islands 

• Bloodhound 

https://eduu.school/resource-landing/5e665c1c-b93d-4972-9619-f82a74a718b9
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/f047bcec-fd65-4e81-8eb9-3aa45f19212a
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/fe6e981d-bb70-437c-a6cd-c5511c61dd12
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/d3af0ab3-e122-4696-bfcc-ff17841b1ce3
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/44420d06-3166-4d89-b059-a8de46a2f8cb
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/2863b692-27cc-4a75-a258-1973cc3485a8
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/92d85250-0241-4a46-802c-98535144f571
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/22e53ea5-8acd-4394-a0bf-f5c0d18e0ea5
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/f6579fab-42ff-4d59-903e-cbfb12620597
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/f6579fab-42ff-4d59-903e-cbfb12620597
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/5adea53d-b186-4be3-966b-ba5a8f2c1896
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/5e665c1c-b93d-4972-9619-f82a74a718b9
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/c8b3f28e-1a50-404c-8333-e69958a874e7
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/fe6e981d-bb70-437c-a6cd-c5511c61dd12
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/d3af0ab3-e122-4696-bfcc-ff17841b1ce3
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/b4327836-5836-483c-8c4e-b5a773902bea
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/44420d06-3166-4d89-b059-a8de46a2f8cb
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/e2edf08f-2769-495e-acf2-48fc59e1ff59
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/2863b692-27cc-4a75-a258-1973cc3485a8
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/648d6404-f687-4e1e-a162-52e400646f86
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 Amazon: theme overview 

 United: theme overview 

 Around the World: theme overview 

 It's Not Fair: theme overview 

 Mountain High, River Low: theme overview 

 Amazing Islands: theme overview 

 Bloodhound: theme overview 

 Iceberg Ahead: theme overview 

 Mummified: theme overview 

Human and physical 

geography: 

Human geography 

Use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key 

human geographical  features, 

including: city, town, village, 

factory, farm, house, office, 

port, harbour and shop. 

Compare and explain the human geographical features of different places.  

Discuss how human activity has impacted on or 

changed the physical and/or human features of a 

place over time i.e. types of settlement and land use, 

economic activity including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources including energy, 

food, minerals and water. 

• Then and Now 

• Amazon 

• United 

• Zeus 

• Mountain High, River Low 

• Planet SOS 

• Galaxy Quest 

• Amazing Islands 

• The Globe 

• Iceberg Ahead! 

 Amazon: theme overview 

 United: theme overview 

 Mountain High, River Low: theme overview 

 Planet SOS: theme overview 

 Zeus: theme overview 

 Amazing Islands: theme overview 

 Galaxy Quest: theme overview 

 Iceberg Ahead: theme overview 

 The Globe: theme overview 

Human and physical 

geography: 

Physical geography 

Identify seasonal and daily 

weather patterns in the United 

Kingdom. 

Use basic geographical 

vocabulary to refer to key 

physical features, including: 

beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, river, 

soil, valley, vegetation, season 

and weather. 

Sequence and explain physical geographical features such as the water cycle. 

Describe how the physical geography of a place has impacted on or changed the physical and/or 

human features over time i.e. rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes.  

Explain the impact of climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts on the physical environment. 

• Blast from the Past 

• Amazon 

• United 

• Shipwreck 

• Prehistoric Planet 

• Catastrophe 

• Mountain High, River Low 

• Around the World 

• Bloodhound 

• Iceberg Ahead! 

• What the Dickens? 

 Amazon: theme overview 

 Blast from the Past: theme 

overview 

 Shipwreck: theme overview 

 United: theme overview 

 Around the World: theme overview 

 Catastrophe: theme overview 

 Mountain High, River Low: theme overview 

 Prehistoric Planet: Theme overview 

 Bloodhound: theme overview 

 Iceberg Ahead: theme overview 

 What the Dickens: theme overview 

Human and physical 

geography: 

Environment 

Describe how humans affect 

the local environment e.g. 

pollution and litter. 

Discuss the positive and negative impact of human activity on the environment. 

Evaluate the effect of commercial activity on the 

environment and consider ways to sustain or 

improve the environment. 

• Then and Now 

• Amazon 

• United 

• Planet SOS 

• Trailblazers 

• Prehistoric Planet 

• It's Not Fair 

• Amazing Islands 

• Iceberg Ahead! 

• What the Dickens? 

https://eduu.school/resource-landing/5adea53d-b186-4be3-966b-ba5a8f2c1896
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/f047bcec-fd65-4e81-8eb9-3aa45f19212a
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/c8b3f28e-1a50-404c-8333-e69958a874e7
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/fe6e981d-bb70-437c-a6cd-c5511c61dd12
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/d3af0ab3-e122-4696-bfcc-ff17841b1ce3
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/2863b692-27cc-4a75-a258-1973cc3485a8
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/83cd0e72-171e-4cb6-8a6d-5437b3a85139
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/648d6404-f687-4e1e-a162-52e400646f86
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/749d1103-8fdd-48fd-a98e-45d436ae9c68
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/5adea53d-b186-4be3-966b-ba5a8f2c1896
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/f047bcec-fd65-4e81-8eb9-3aa45f19212a
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/d3af0ab3-e122-4696-bfcc-ff17841b1ce3
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/74c61c3f-e63b-4cc7-9dfb-105fe9abb490
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/27e734dc-0f3c-4bb8-a5af-73649b4fe3dc
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/2863b692-27cc-4a75-a258-1973cc3485a8
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/17bfa177-1e41-407c-b426-d593781ecf43
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/648d6404-f687-4e1e-a162-52e400646f86
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/92d85250-0241-4a46-802c-98535144f571
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/5adea53d-b186-4be3-966b-ba5a8f2c1896
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/5ec62c7f-3c3c-4ae8-940d-f34694e1f986
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/5ec62c7f-3c3c-4ae8-940d-f34694e1f986
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/5e665c1c-b93d-4972-9619-f82a74a718b9
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/f047bcec-fd65-4e81-8eb9-3aa45f19212a
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/c8b3f28e-1a50-404c-8333-e69958a874e7
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/fea35bf7-53bf-43e6-9e71-7c079431f732
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/d3af0ab3-e122-4696-bfcc-ff17841b1ce3
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/3a7a902f-cf32-4459-8d16-8f30cb177cf3
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/83cd0e72-171e-4cb6-8a6d-5437b3a85139
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https://eduu.school/resource-landing/22e53ea5-8acd-4394-a0bf-f5c0d18e0ea5
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• Romans 

 Amazon: theme overview 

 United: theme overview 

 It's Not Fair: theme overview 

 Planet SOS: theme overview 

 Prehistoric Planet: Theme overview 

 Romans: theme overview 

 Trailblazers: theme overview 

 Amazing Islands: theme overview 

 Iceberg Ahead: theme overview 

 What the Dickens: theme overview 

Geographical skills 

and fieldwork: 

Location and maps 

Use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify the United 

Kingdom and its countries, 

countries of the world, 

continents and oceans. 

Devise simple maps and 

construct basic symbols in a 

key. 

Explore aerial photographs and 

plan perspectives to recognise 

landmarks and basic human 

and physical features. 

Locate geographical features on maps, OS maps, atlases and digital/computer mapping using a 

symbol key. 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe their 

geographical features. 

• Amazing Animals 

• Then and Now 

• Creepy Crawlies 

• Shipwreck 

• Amazon 

• Catastrophe 

• Zeus 

• It's Not Fair 

• Mountain High, River Low 

• Iceberg Ahead! 

• Mummified 

• Amazing Islands 

• Bloodhound 

 Amazing Animals: theme 

overview 

 Amazon: theme overview 

 Creepy Crawlies: theme 

overview 

 Shipwreck: theme overview 

 Catastrophe: theme overview 

 It's Not Fair: theme overview 

 Mountain High, River Low: theme overview 

 Zeus: theme overview 

 Amazing Islands: theme overview 

 Bloodhound: theme overview 

 Iceberg Ahead: theme overview 

 Mummified: theme overview 

Geographical skills 

and fieldwork: 

Direction 

Use simple compass directions 

(North, South, East and West) 

and locational and directional 

language (e.g. near and far; left 

and right), to describe the 

location of features and routes 

on a map. 

Develop directional awareness and language using the eight points of a compass to explain the 

location of geographical features and to plan a journey. 

Use four and six-figure grid references, symbols and 

keys to accurately identify and locate geographical 

features. 

• Amazing Animals 

• Creepy Crawlies 

• Shipwreck 

• Trailblazers 

• Mountain High, River Low 

• Mummified 

• Amazing Islands 

• Iceberg Ahead! 

 Amazing Animals: theme 

overview 

 Creepy Crawlies: theme 

overview 

 Shipwreck: theme overview 

 Mountain High, River Low: theme overview 

 Trailblazers: theme overview 

 Amazing Islands: theme overview 

 Iceberg Ahead: theme overview 

 Mummified: theme overview 

https://eduu.school/resource-landing/5adea53d-b186-4be3-966b-ba5a8f2c1896
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/f047bcec-fd65-4e81-8eb9-3aa45f19212a
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/fe6e981d-bb70-437c-a6cd-c5511c61dd12
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/74c61c3f-e63b-4cc7-9dfb-105fe9abb490
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/3a7a902f-cf32-4459-8d16-8f30cb177cf3
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/b4327836-5836-483c-8c4e-b5a773902bea
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/e2edf08f-2769-495e-acf2-48fc59e1ff59
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/2863b692-27cc-4a75-a258-1973cc3485a8
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/648d6404-f687-4e1e-a162-52e400646f86
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/22e53ea5-8acd-4394-a0bf-f5c0d18e0ea5
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/f6579fab-42ff-4d59-903e-cbfb12620597
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/f6579fab-42ff-4d59-903e-cbfb12620597
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/5adea53d-b186-4be3-966b-ba5a8f2c1896
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/d0b17fc9-10d3-417e-9854-98105c87d048
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/d0b17fc9-10d3-417e-9854-98105c87d048
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/5e665c1c-b93d-4972-9619-f82a74a718b9
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/fea35bf7-53bf-43e6-9e71-7c079431f732
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/fe6e981d-bb70-437c-a6cd-c5511c61dd12
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/d3af0ab3-e122-4696-bfcc-ff17841b1ce3
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/27e734dc-0f3c-4bb8-a5af-73649b4fe3dc
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/2863b692-27cc-4a75-a258-1973cc3485a8
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/83cd0e72-171e-4cb6-8a6d-5437b3a85139
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/648d6404-f687-4e1e-a162-52e400646f86
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/749d1103-8fdd-48fd-a98e-45d436ae9c68
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/f6579fab-42ff-4d59-903e-cbfb12620597
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/f6579fab-42ff-4d59-903e-cbfb12620597
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/d0b17fc9-10d3-417e-9854-98105c87d048
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/d0b17fc9-10d3-417e-9854-98105c87d048
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/5e665c1c-b93d-4972-9619-f82a74a718b9
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/d3af0ab3-e122-4696-bfcc-ff17841b1ce3
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/e2edf08f-2769-495e-acf2-48fc59e1ff59
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/2863b692-27cc-4a75-a258-1973cc3485a8
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/648d6404-f687-4e1e-a162-52e400646f86
https://eduu.school/resource-landing/749d1103-8fdd-48fd-a98e-45d436ae9c68
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