
Vocabulary Overview - History  

V1.0  1 

    

 
Historical Knowledge Chronological awareness/knowledge 

and understanding 
Historical Enquiry Key concepts which underpin all 

historical enquiry 

Reception 

Autumn   

baby, brothers/sisters, adult, child, 
parent, grandparents 

Guy Fawkes, King James, gunpowder, 
London 

poppy, war, soldier, parliament, 
remembrance 

years, ages, older, younger, order, old, 
age, young, past, present 

a long time ago, past, many years ago, 
events, sequence, timeline, chronology, 

change, before, after 
 

family trees, photos, objects, memories, 
song/rhyme, questioning 

pictures, websites, books, song/rhymes, 
people 
 

similar, different, change, same, 
then, now 
 

Spring 

David Attenborough, Gerald Durrell, 
environmentalist, habitat, naturalist, 
animals, growth, hatch 
castles, keep, drawbridge, walls, brick, 
towers, moat, water, turrets, gate 

similar, different, growing, changes, 
order 
a long time ago, hundreds of years ago, 
old, new, different, similar, 

websites, text books, pictures, 
observations 
pictures, websites, books, non-fiction, 
leaflets, discover 

similar, different, change, then/now, 
modern 

Summer 

Pirate, island, treasure, treasure map, 
parrot, ship, gold, jewels 

A long time ago, old, different, new, 
past, timeline, chronology. 

Website, books, pictures, maps, non-
fiction, discover, songs 

Different, modern, similar, then/now 

Year 1 

Autumn 

advent, war, remember, bonfire, 
Thomas Percy, treason, monarch, 
Protestant, England, London, 
gunpowder, King James I, plot, Houses 
of Parliament, Guy Fawkes, 5th 
November, Catholic, barrels, prison 

past, timeline, memory, long ago, 1605, 
events, chronology. 

picture, letter, investigate, memories, 
evidence, websites, text book, song, 
rhyme 

importance, reason, opinion, why 

Spring 
kings, queens, royal, family, monarch, 
reign, Queen Elizabeth I, Queen 
Victoria, King Richard III, succession, 
family tree, Queen Elizabeth II, King 
Charles III 

past, timeline, long ago, old, memory, 
chronological order, sequence, similar, 
different, present, chronology,  

painting, letters, pictures, artefact, 
object, research, investigate, historians, 
websites, text book, leaflets 

similar, different, change, compare, 
compose, important 

Summer 
toys, games, children, played, materials, 
wooden, plastic, metal, paper, 
electronic,  

past, present, modern, old, new, 
chronological order, similar, different, 
changes, chronology, timeline 

objects, visitors, picture, memories, 
evidence, photobook, websites 

similar, different, change, compare, 
opinion, research 

Year 2 

Autumn 
Samuel Pepys, King Charles II, river 
Thames, Thomas Farrier, 1666, fire 
hooks, firebreak, embers 

order, time, first, next, last, modern, 
present, past, chronology, timeline 

diary, letter, paintings, maps investigate, research, decision 
making, compare 

Spring 
Crimean war, Florence Nightingale, 
Mary Seacole, Italy, Scutari, 
improvements, soldiers, royal, Red 
Cross, injury, medicine 

modern, past, present, chronology, 
timeline 

artefacts, newspapers, books, 
pictures, paintings 

similarities, differences, explain, ask, 
questions, summarise, describe 

Summer 
Worcester, monument, landmark, 
historical figures, jubilee, human and 
physical features, houses 

past, present, before, next, first, era, 
timeline, chronology, timeline 

pictures, newspapers, eyewitness, 
interviews, maps 

similarities, differences, describe, 
order, compare, explain, summarise 
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Year 3 

Autumn 

Stonehenge, Skara brae, roundhouse, 
stone age, hunter-gatherer, hillfort, 
Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, 
Bronze age, Iron age, Celt, tribe, 
settlement, migrate 

AD, BC, thousands of years ago, era, 
prehistoric, key event, timeline, 
chronology, timeline 

artefact, evidence, monument, 
recorded, archaeologists, historian 

identify, suggest, impact, argue, 
conclude 

Summer 

mummification, Ancient Egypt, River 
Nile, canopic jars, Egyptian gods, 
empire, pyramid, hieroglyphics, 
civilisation, desert, Tutankhamun, 
pharaoh, sarcophagus,  

period, before, during, after, BC, AD, 
timeline, dynasties, chronology, 
timeline 

artefacts, evidence, source, newspapers, 
pictures, photograph, recount, diary 

order, explore, discuss, compare, 
research 

Summer 

Ancient Greece, democracy, acropolis, 
ecclesia, boule, dicastery, laws, 
Olympics, Athens, Sparta, battle of 
marathon, Persian, Mount Olympus, 
Zeus, Hades, Poseidon, Hera, 
philosophy, Ares, shine, Athena, Apollo, 
Aphrodite, Hermes  

AD, BC, timeline, chronology, timeline artefact, evidence, sculpture, 
architecture 

explore, compare 

Year 4 

Autumn 

Roman Empire, legion, emperor, 
conquering, Boudicca, Hadrian’s wall, 
Pompeii, archaeologist, Roman roads, 
ancient, artefacts, numerals 

B.C.E, era, period, millennium, 
anachronism, chronology, timeline 
 

mosaic, pottery, spear heads, maps, 
primary, secondary 

effect, impact, conclusion, suggest 

Spring 
exile, invasion, kingdom, long ship, 
pagans, Vikings, pillaged, rid, feast, 
wergild, Dane, monastery, Norse, runes, 
saga, legend, myth, Anglo-Saxons 

C.E. A.D. duration, sequence, Anglo-
Saxons, chronology, timeline 

artefact, maps, documents compare, explain, examine, present 

Summer 
inspiration, design, designers, ruff, 
breeches, colour palette, innovative, 
craftmanship, industry, dominated, 
export, flamboyant, garments 

decade, era, Victorian, Tudor, Stuarts, 
Georgians, middle ages, chronology, 
timeline 

paintings, pictures, textile, fashion 
magazine, diaries 

discuss, retrieve, group, articulate 
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Year 5 

Autumn  

Bobbies, peelers, deterrents, execution, 
highwayman, judge, jury, ordeal, 
treason, victim, trial, guilty, laws, 
justice, forensics 

Periods of time, era, 18th/19th century, 
modern day, Britain, contrasts, trends, 
key times, chronology, through the ages, 
Roman legacy. Legacy, eyewitness, 
reliable, unreliable, chronology, 
timeline 

Artefact, reliable, primary secondary 
sources, evidence, newspaper, case 
studies 

Reflect, defending, debating, argue, 
explain, determine, judge, present, 
contrast, compare, summarise, 
investigate 

Spring 

Heir, monarch, reign, throne, age of 
exploration, wealth, divorce, 
reformation, Catholic, Protestant, Pope, 
Church of England, religion, Spanish 
Armada, Roman Catholic 

Timeline, connections, period, 
chronology, timeline 

Diary, primary, secondary, portraits Present, compare, communicate, 
debate, argue 

Summer 

Civilisation, drought, ritual, jaguar, 
scribes, codices, maize, society, glyphs, 
afterlife, underworld  

Periods of time, observations, legacy, 
chronological, chronology, timeline, 
Ancient, 

Letters, books, magazines, artefacts, 
maps, primary, secondary 

Compose, explain, explore, gather, 
select, hypothesising, interpret, 
consider 

Year 6 

Autumn  

Romans, Anglos, Saxons, Jutes, 
settlement, Lindisfarne, Bede, 
monastery, runes, Sutton Hoo, hoard, 
gold, discovery, British museum, 
archaeology, archaeologist, long boat, 
burial mound, civilisation, empire, 
reign, democracy, revolution  

BCE, ACE, period/era, chronological, 
sequence of events, Vikings, aftermath, 
timeline, legacy, duration, chronology, 
timeline  

Artefact, archive, primary, secondary, 
tertiary, archaeological dig, evidence, 
excavate, 

Alternative accounts of fictional 
interpretations, justify, opinion, 
describe  

Spring 

China, Shang Dynasty, Yellow River, 
farms, Xie, Yu the Great, Cheng Tang, 
king, Battle of Mingtiao, Di Xin, Wu of 
Zhou, Yin, bronze, jade, stone, bone, 
ceramic, inscriptions, oracle, 
civilisation, archaeologist, empire, 
reign, revolution, democracy 

Anachronism, impact on modern 
society, continuity, period, chronology, 
timeline, Ancient, 

Valid, evidence, contradicting source, 
evaluate, motives 

Change, cause, significance, informed 
response, display contrasting views, 
thought-provoking questions 

Summer 

Industry, production, surrender, 
concentration camps, evacuation, 
fascism, Fuhrer, gas masks, genocide, 
holocaust, invasion, liberated, 
Luftwaffe, occupied, persecution, 
rationing, spitfire, historian, rural, 
urban, allies axis, Nazi party, atomic 
bomb, annex, Czechoslovakia, 
propaganda, active service, air-raid, 
Anderson shelter, blackout, blitz, 
campaign, Winston Churchill, economy 

Modern, sequence, legacy, period/era, 
contrast, trends, lasting, significant 
events, chronology, timeline, duration, 
Continuity, 

Motives, primary, secondary, archive, 
eye-witness, biased, narratives, 
interpretation, medium 

Analyse, evaluate, deconstruct, 
interpretation, argue/debate, discuss 

 


