Parents Forum Minutes - Spring
Date: Wednesday 26th January 2022
Present: Fay Munslow (Chair and AHT), Clare Mahoney (Deputy and Curriculum Lead),
Ann Nunney (Parent Champion), Adesola Oslinaike (Parent), Sima Lotfian (Parent), Julia
Hodgson (Parent), Anum Malik (Parent).
Context: Meeting held face to face in the KS2 Hall
Agenda



School procedures and policies – Curriculum
Parent views and opinions of the school Curriculum

Minutes
Curriculum – opening a dialogue


Fay Munslow explained that there were a range of questions around the room –
parents to circulate and share thoughts and opinions. These questions and responses
were as follows:

Do you know where to look for our learning curriculum overviews? If so,
how accessible do you find them?
 I didn’t know but on reading they are very useful
 No I don’t
 No I didn’t know we had access but would be very useful
 Unsure
Do you find the parent curriculum leaflets helpful?
 Yes, I really do. It’s good to know in advance in order to talk to my children about it.
 Yes I do. A good first hand knowledge of what they will be learning during the term.
 Yes I do. It enables me to keep up to date and see if I can find extra things at home to
engage the boys in their learning.
 Informative of current lessons learning – thank you.
Do you find the Class Dojo posts about the following week’s learning useful and
how do you use them?
 Great reminder of upcoming things
 Yes, I find them useful. It helps to keep me abreast of what the children are learning
and find out any challenges/struggles they may have.
 School Dojo posts are very useful as they encourage engagement with my boys. They
also ensure I haven’t missed anything. The kids also get excited seeing pictures of
themselves.
What is your understanding of ‘Flipped Learning’?
 Not sure if I have this correct: I have been to a few and find them very useful (if I
have the correct sessions)
 I do like the idea of flipped learning. From what I have seen, a new topic is taken each
week and children have the opportunity to learn something new.
 Flipped learning is a reverse way of learning where the teacher also learns from the
pupils, or the pupils learn from one another.
 Reversed way of learning – teachers learning from children.
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What is your understanding of the ‘Primary Passport’?
 I am not sure about this. Is it where you have to achieve certain things to move
towards the passport?
 What is a Primary Passport?
 Not aware of this one!
 Don’t know what this is.
What other information would you find useful to know about the curriculum?
What would you add to it?
 More basic ways that parents can play a role in teaching/reinforcing the curriculum
at home.
 Additional activities or ideas we can do at home to help children.
 Home economics, sewing, cooking.
 Yes, we find homework a struggle.
 Show and tell on a Friday as a structured session – teacher contacts parents in
advance and children have to prepare a presentation about anything of their choice.
All children get chosen across the year which helps with their confidence and ability
to talk in front of others.
 Daily class assemblies would boost pupils’ confidence, removing fear of public
speaking.
 If you could provide us with information about the text books for the year group so
we could reinforce it at home beforehand.
 First Aid training for older children so they know how to cope in an emergency,
including ringing the emergency services and knowing what to say.
How we currently share the curriculum/ What our curriculum looks like


FM shared key info about Parent Curriculum
Leaflets – Parent leaflets are sent home at
the end of each half term to share with
parents about the upcoming learning next
half term. This provides an opportunity for
parents and children to prepare for their
learning, perhaps by learning at home about
the theme or by generating questions to
come to the new half term, ready to find out.
Paper copies are sent home and electronic
copies are shared via Class Dojo.
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FM talked about the Curriculum
Overviews – The curriculum
overviews provide an opportunity
for all stakeholders (including
parents) to see what themes
children learn about in each year
group over the year. They include
details about the national
curriculum coverage in all
foundation subjects and Science.
They do not include English and
Maths – these subjects have their
own overviews. The curriculum
overviews can be found on the school website (perrywood-gst.org) on the ‘About’ tab
under ‘Curriculum Details’.



FM talked through the concept of Flipped Learning which was introduced in
September as part of our curriculum. Children are set weekly flipped learning tasks
which are based around acquiring new knowledge so that the lesson itself is not taken
up by this. This may be to watch an informative video and take notes/ generate
questions. Children come to the lesson with the knowledge they need in order to
carry out a higher-order thinking skill task in the lesson itself e.g. a debate, writing a
letter, creating a presentation about the content.



CM talked through the Characteristics
of Effective Learning - We have recently
started to further develop our
curriculum so that our lessons
encourage critical thinking, creativity,
feeling, integrity, collaboration and
curiosity. Livingston (1997) describes
metacognition as higher order thinking,
giving control over the process of
cognition. This suggests that in order for
children to have control of their own
developments as learners, they need to
be given the tools and provision to
develop their skills in thinking and exploring how they learn and why they are or
aren’t successful. If we support children to grasp opportunities of mastery then we
can encourage them to be more ambitious in their own goal setting. This is linked
with Growth Mind-Set, indicating that we, as teachers, can actually mould children’s
learning personalities.

We have introduced Legendary Learners that are excellent real-life examples of
demonstrating the three strands. Each theme/half term teachers make links to one or more
of our Ambitious Ambassadors .
Motivation: Greta Thunberg – Guiding Greta
David Attenborough – Adventurous Attenborough
Mary Seacole – Strong Seacole
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Engagement: Mary Anning – Ambitious Anning
Edward Elgar – Expressive Elgar
Virginia Mckenna – Magnanimous McKenna
Critical Thinking: Charles Darwin – Dynamic Darwin
Malala Yousafzai – Mindful Malala
Richard Owen – Optimistic Owen
What does it look like in the classroom?
Playing and exploring – engagement
Finding out and exploring
Playing with what they know
Being willing to have a go
Active learning – motivation
Being involved and concentrating
Keep trying
Enjoying achieving what they set out to do
Creating and thinking critically – thinking
Having their own ideas
Making links
Choosing to do things
Actions:








Minutes to be shared on school website and other online platforms
Parents to share the discussions had during the meeting with others and feed back to
school any relevant comments made by others
Encourage other parents to attend the remaining meeting in Summer Term 2022
School to share the vision of Flipped Learning with parents
School to share the vision of the Primary Passport with parents
School to share and take feedback on possible agendas for next academic year
School to signpost more content that is available on the school website for parents

Next Meeting: 11th May 2022; Agenda: Homework

